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1. Introduction

This guide is designed to support with section G of the free school AP application form, where
applicants are required to detail where the new school would be located and whether a site has
already been identified or made available. Section G is to be completed by the Local Authority;

however, your trust should have an input in this process.
KEEP IN MIND

= No site is required prior to application, however projects that have a site established tend to be
prioritized by the department, especially those where site assessment shows that value for
money and can be secured in a timely manner. This section of the bid will be assessed by DfE

team with specific expertise in site and capital.
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2. Site investigation

It is important to consider the below when investigating potential sites:

e Demonstration of the search tells the story that a comprehensive piece of investigation
has been carried out and why your preferred site is the most suitable option.

e List sites in order of preference with analysis around pros and cons of each option.

e Prioritise LA owned sites where possible

e Consider commercial sites, but the absolute priority should be LA owned sites

e Avoid site assembly/ disassembly where possible

4
|sg'g§o1 37t Floor, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5AA
REGISTERED 0345 459 7600 | | createschools.co.uk

v © Premier Advisory Group 2022, All Rights Reserved



https://www.createschools.co.uk/

Site guidance C reate o SChOOIS

AP applica

3. Site
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information

quire all applicants to provide details of the following:

The details of your preferred location, including the full address and postcode.
Details on how the site was found and your reasons for choosing it,

Details of its suitability, including a description of any constrains on usable areas e.g.,
protected features or natural/ built constraints

The tenure and ownership plus purchase and lease cost if known

Confirmation of availability and an explanation of its current use

Size requirements that are necessary to deliver the provision

Size of the site and where applicable, building(s)

Comments on the condition of the building, if applicable

If the site forms part of a housing developing and if so, key dates regarding completion for
the development in question

Details of local authority contribution towards the capital costs of the project
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4. Possible site abnormalities

Compile as much information as you can around risks that the site may inhabit as this directly links

with the department’s emphasis on affordability and value for money proposition.

geochemical exceedances relative to guidelines for school use
geophysical conditions

flooding and alleviation measures

s278 costs

new road provision form the adopted highway to the site boundary
5106 costs

retaining structures required as a function of topography

ecological provision - reserves, species protection and relocation

listed building and heritage community costs

title consolidation and registration

utility provision

environmental conditions that may require specific mitigations such as acoustics or air
pollution

mitigation measures for constrained sites (such as roof top playgrounds)

other site-specific issues

TOP TIPS!
v" Don't try for one good site, a range is helpful
v" Avoid obviously high-risk sites
v" Be ready to offer a contribution
v' Certainty in numbers throughout application
v Provide as much information as possible — due diligence/ surveys

If you would like further support regarding site for AP, please get in touch with one of our advisors at

Create: Schools.
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